


INTRODUCTION

EDUCATION has always been historically linked to 
Islam and the development of Muslim civilization.  
As far back as the Umayyad Period, within the ýrst
century of the Islamic Era, public schools were 
founded.  These were established by inþuential men
in cities such as Taif, Kufa, Basra and Khurasan. 
Students were taught for free or for a payment 
which their parents could afford.

Today, almost one thousand ýve hundred years on,
the world is again witnessing a renaissance in the 
ýeld of education. The ever increasing challenges
created by the impact of global communications and 
new modes of learning only highlight further the 
pressing need for a positive and dynamic approach 
to the human quest for knowledge.  Large numbers 
of Muslims are living amid the modern pluralist 
societies of Europe and America and therefore it is 
from here, the West, that the greatest pioneering 
developments are expected to take place.

Brondesbury College, London, was founded in 
recognition of the need for the provision of a broad 
system of educational excellence; one that would 
meet the demands of parents who want their sons 
to be equipped with the necessary skills and moral 
qualities to prepare them for tomorrowôs world. We 
take a new and dynamic approach in education 
through our óSkills for Lifeô program. Our goal is 
to contribute to society through building positive 
minds and attitudes and developing model citizens. 
 
The College is managed by the Waqf al Birr 
Educational Trust, a registered UK charity and 
endowment. Under the auspices of the Waqfôs sister 
charity, the Islamia Schools Trust, our Islamia Girls 
Secondary School has become one of the top 50 
schools in the city of London.
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The College Mission Statement:
 

ñTo strive to provide the
best education in a secure

Islamic environment through 
the knowledge and application 

of the Qurôan and Sunnahò 

Qurôan:
 

ñThey were youths who 
believed in their Lord and We 
advanced them in guidance.ò 

(18:13) 
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OBJECTIVES AND ETHOS

The aim of Islamic education lies beyond the 
borders of this world; it is to gain Paradise in the 
everlasting life and, ultimately, to earn the pleasure 
of Allah, the Lord of the Worlds.  A College of moral 
excellence, therefore, is our primary objective where 
the complete personal development of the student 
is paramount.

Brondesbury College offers essential aspects of 
Arabic and Islamic Studies in conjunction with a 
broad range of Sciences, Physical Education and 
National Curriculum disciplines.  Motivated by a team 
of dedicated and professional staff, the education 
offered at the College aims to produce mature 
young men with leadership qualities and the ability 
to contribute, as responsible citizens, to the well 
being of the pluralistic society as a whole.

The College accepts students from the ages of 
11 up to 16, regardless of race, colour or status.  
The emphasis is on providing a healthy all-round 
education in a positive environment guided by the 
ethical and moral teachings of Islam.

FACILITIES

The College comprises two buildings and various 
annexes which are well equipped with modern 
facilities and apparatus necessary to teach the 
National Curriculum up to GCSE.  In the main College 
building, a mosque and assembly hall augments 
the original classic Georgian building and provides 
a religious focus and space for daily performance 
of prayers.  The second building is of unique 
architectural design, and includes a modern well 
equipped laboratory, art and design lab and a further 3 
classrooms, together with a purpose build dining hall. 
 
The main building houses two classrooms, a small 
library and up-to-date Information Technology 
Centre.  The nearby Islamia School Centre provides 
the College with large gymnasium facilities, and 
Aylestone playing ýelds offer boys spacious sports
grounds for outdoor activities.  Class sizes are kept 
to a maximum of twenty-four so that as much 

individual attention as possible can be given to each 
student.  For certain subjects, when appropriate, 
class numbers may be considerably smaller.

The emphasis is on providing a ýrst-class education
in a secure environment where the individual 
studentôs development is regularly monitored and 
assessed.  The comprehensive curriculum will 
prepare our students thoroughly for admission to 
further education institutions.

KEY STAGE 3 CURRICULUM 
(YEARS 7 - 9):

× English
× Mathematics
× Science
× ICT
× Islamic Studies
× Arabic
× Quranic Studies
× French (Year 7)
× History
× Art and Design (including calligraphy)
× Physical Education
× Citizenship

THE COLLEGE OFFERS THE 
FOLLOWING SUBJECTS AT GCSE:

× Arabic
× Islamic Studies
× Biology
× Physics
× Chemistry
× English Language
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× English Literature
× Mathematics
× Information Technology
× Physical Education
× Citizenship

OPTIONAL SUBJECTS

× Business Studies
× History
× Art and Design

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Extra-Curricular activities are important for the all-
round development of the students; through them 
the student is able to explore a given interest more 
freely, breaking away from the strict conýnements
of the classroom.  Currently, some of the following 
activities are offered during lunch break periods and 
after school:

× Nasheed Club
× ICT Club
× Drama Productions
× Sports
× Library Work
× Chess Club

Through the vehicle of a vibrant Student Council, 
students are encouraged to have a voice in several 
aspects of College decision making.  They are also 
encouraged to develop their own self-awareness, in 
accordance with their personal areas of interest.

PASTORAL AND SOCIAL CARE

In their ýrst year at College students will be assigned
a Form Tutor who will meet students on a regular 
basis so that individual strengths or weaknesses can 
be quickly recognised.  He will keep a close eye on 
academic progress, identifying any problems early on 
and give constant advice and encouragement.  The 
Vice-Principal is also available to counsel students 
on an individual basis.

REPORTS AND ASSESSMENT
 
Half way through each term, interim reports are 
discussed with each student by the subject and form 
teachers.  A full behavioural and academic report is 
sent to parents twice a year (December and July) 
with two brief mid-term reports (October and April).  
Additionally, formal parents evening are arranged in 
the year to discuss studentsô progress with subject 
and form teachers.  Parents are also welcome to 
arrange an appointment to discuss the progress of 
their children when it is felt necessary to do so.  An 
external testing and target setting programme is 
also in place to ensure rigorous monitoring of the 
academic progress of our students.

HOME STUDY

Homework and study is an integral and essential 
aspect of the curriculum and of student life in general 
as it enhances the attainment and progress of the 
student.  Students will be required to do homework/
study every evening and complete occasional 
projects in the holidays.  An approximate indication 
of expectations is given below:

Year 7: 45-90 minutes per day
Year 8: 60-90 minutes per day
Year 9: 90-120 minutes per day
Year 10: 120-150 minutes per day
Year 11: 150-180 minutes per day

The homework is in accordance with our College 
homework policy and Home-School Agreement which 
parents and students must sign upon acceptance of 
an offer of a place at the College.  
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THE SCHOOL CALENDAR
 
The academic year is divided into three terms in 
line with standard English terms and runs from 
September through to July.  Precise dates will be 
available at the start of each academic year, but a 
general indication of term times is as follows:

Autumn: early September to mid-December

Spring: early January to late March/early 
April

Summer: mid-April to mid-July 

The College also incorporates a specially suited 
calendar of Islamic months: the last 10 days of 
Ramadan, the ýrst 10 days of Dhul Hijja and the two
Eids are normally taken as holidays and for religious 
observances.  There are normally half-term holidays 
of approximately one week in the middle of each 
term.

THE SCHOOL DAY

The school day begins at 8.30 am with registration 
and ends at 3.30 pm.  There are ýve periods during
the day (of 60 minutes duration).  The breakdown of 
the school day is shown below:

Monday-Thursday

8:40 am: Registration
9:00 am: Period 1
10:00 am: Period 2
11:00 am: Break
11:20 am: Period 3
12:20 pm: Period 4
1:30 pm: Lunch
2:00 pm: Zuhr Prayer
2:00 pm: Period 5
3:15 pm: Tutorial Session
3:30 pm: End of School Day

Friday

8:30 am: Registration

8:40 am: Assembly
8:50 am: Period 1
9:50 am: Period 2
10:50 am: Break
11:10 am: Period 3
12:10 pm: Period 4
1:10 pm: Lunch
2:00 pm: Khutba & Juma Prayer
2:30 pm: Period 5
3:30 pm: End of School Day

CATERING

The College employs Muslim caterers to provide 
nutritious and balanced lunches strictly complying 
with Islamic requirements for the Collegeôs students.  
Light refreshments can also be purchased during 
break periods from the Collegeôs óTuck Shopô.

ENROLMENT

Applications are welcome from all members of the 
community.  All applicants have to sit entrance 
examinations in English (literacy, including verbal 
reasoning), Mathematics (numeracy) and basic 
Islamic Studies.  It should be noted that the College 
is an independent institution and fees are payable by 
all parents.  The current annual fee is Ã6100.

CAREERS EDUCATION

As part of their preparation for the future, the College 
puts an emphasis on careers education from Year 9 
onwards.  All students are regularly interviewed and 
advised in order to assist them in their choice of 
career and eventually, university.  Work experience 
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placements are arranged for the Collegeôs Year 10 
students for two weeks each year.  Year 10 also 
partake in the Young Enterprise business project 
and the excellent Duke of Edinburgh Award which 
we link up with GCSE Citizenship Studies.

MANAGEMENT

The College recognises the importance of 
cooperation between school and parents.  With this 
in mind the school has a number of committees on 
which parents serve, including the Governing Body 
and the Curriculum Committee. Parent members 
are elected by ballot. Teacher representatives, 
the Principal of the College and the Chairman 
of the Trust also serve on these committees. 

CONTACT

All correspondence to:

Brondesbury College
8, Brondesbury Park
London
NW6 7BT
Tel: 020 8830 4522
Fax: 020 8830 4523 
Web site: www.bcbcollege.com
Email: secretary@bcbcollege.com

APPENDICES

Appendix 1: College aims and priorities, 2004-
2007

Appendix 2: List of all current staff with their 
qualiýcations and experience

Appendix 3: Most recent set of Key Stage 3 and 
GCSE examination results

Appendix 4: Code of Conduct and times of the 
school day
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